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Sex	and	the	City	fans	likely	remember	the	scene	in	which	Carrie	finds	the	engagement	ring	Aidan’s	secretly	picked	out	for	her	and	promptly	throws	up.	It’s	a	sure	sign	to	everyone	watching	that	she	just	might	not	be	ready	to	wed	this	guy.Still,	some	of	us	would	prefer	not	to	rely	on	regurgitation	to	let	us	know	when	we	shouldn’t	put	a	ring	on	it.	Here
are	9	non-gastrointestinal	red	flags	that	suggest	a	relationship	isn’t	headed	for	a	healthy	marriage.1.	You	have	persistent	doubts.It	might	seem	glaringly	obvious,	but	you’d	be	surprised	how	often	women	ignore	their	gut	feelings	about	a	relationship.	That’s	unfortunate,	given	that	our	instincts	are	often	spot-on.	In	fact,	a	recent	study	found	that	women
who	have	doubts	about	getting	married	before	the	wedding	are	significantly	more	likely	to	be	unhappy	with	their	partnership	several	years	later.The	study’s	author	cautioned	that,	if	you	do	have	doubts,	it	doesn’t	mean	you	definitely	shouldn’t	get	married.	But	it	does	mean	you	need	to	talk	to	your	partner	and	express	your	fears	and	concerns.2.	You
assume	the	relationship	will	improve.It’s	great	to	be	hopeful	—	you	can	hope	that,	one	day,	you’ll	win	millions	on	your	$5	scratch-off	card.	But	when	it	comes	to	a	relationship,	it’s	also	important	to	be	realistic.	The	same	author	who	conducted	the	study	above	also	found	that	newlywed	women	who	are	highly	optimistic	that	their	relationships	will
improve	actually	show	the	biggest	decreases	in	marital	satisfaction.In	other	words,	if	there	are	problems	in	the	partnership	(she	never	really	listens	when	you’re	upset	about	work;	he’s	constantly	jealous	of	your	guy	friends),	they’re	probably	not	going	to	disappear	once	you	say,	“I	do,”	and	they	might	just	get	worse.3.	You’re	in	love.Wait,	what?!
Loving	someone	might	seem	like	the	very	best	of	all	reasons	to	get	hitched,	and	the	bond	that	keeps	couples	together	when	they	hit	a	rough	patch.	But	some	experts	say	that	the	L	word	isn’t	enough	to	sustain	a	long-term	relationship.	According	to	divorce	expert	Susan	Pease	Gadoua,	L.C.S.W.,	it’s	even	more	important	to	have	mutual	respect,	similar
goals,	and	compatibility.	Those	qualities,	she	writes,	are	far	more	lasting	than	love,	which	is	often	fleeting.So	if	you’re	marrying	because	you’re	in	the	passionate	throes	of	deep	love	—	awesome.	Just	stop	before	you	hit	the	altar	and	make	sure	the	relationship	also	has	those	other	characteristics	to	keep	you	together	in	sickness	and	in	health.4.	You
have	different	long-term	goals.You	might	both	be	on	board	with	hopping	a	plane	to	the	Caribbean	for	your	honeymoon.	When	it	comes	to	long-term	plans,	however,	he	or	she	might	assume	you	two	are	buying	a	house	in	the	country	somewhere,	while	you	can’t	imagine	leaving	your	career	in	the	city.	As	Cosmopolitan’s	relationship	experts	attest,	it’s
important	to	talk	to	each	other	before	getting	married	about	where	you	see	yourselves	geographically,	careerwise,	etc.	in	the	far-away	future.	If	you	already	disagree	about	where	you’ll	live	or	how	you’ll	balance	work	and	family	life,	that	rift	might	be	a	sign	that	marriage	isn’t	the	healthiest	next	step	for	you	two.5.	Your	partner	isn’t	financially
independent.Most	of	us	need	a	little	financial	help	from	time	to	time,	especially	at	the	beginning	stages	of	our	careers,	and	that’s	OK.	It	just	might	not	be	an	ideal	time	to	get	married.	Psychotherapist	Tina	Tessina,	Ph.D.	tells	iVillage	readers	that	a	guy	who	isn’t	yet	financially	stable	isn’t	going	to	want	to	assume	the	responsibility	of	(at	least	partially)
supporting	a	wife,	and	her	insights	apply	to	partners	of	any	gender.If	your	S.O.	doesn’t	have	a	solid	plan	for	making	rent	for	the	next	few	years,	that’s	just	going	to	cause	problems	in	the	relationship	from	the	get-go.	Wait	a	while	until	he	or	she	is	more	financially	independent	—	a.k.a.	marriage	material.6.	Your	partner	has	a	rocky	past.If	your	partner
has	a	history	of	being	a	player,	leaving	a	trail	of	short-lived	flings	and	broken	hearts	behind	him	or	her,	you	should	definitely	be	wary	of	marrying	the	person.	As	marriage	and	family	therapist	Terri	Orbuch,	Ph.D.	tells	Cosmopolitan	readers,	“the	best	predictor	of	his	[or	her]	future	behavior	is	his	[or	her]	past	behavior.”That’s	not	to	say	that	your
relationship	can’t	be	genuinely	different	from	all	those	failed	partnerships.	In	order	to	find	out	if	you’re	headed	for	disaster,	Orbuch	advises	asking	your	S.O.	what	parts	of	his	or	her	past	behavior	he	or	she	considers	a	violation	of	trust.	The	answer	could	determine	whether	you	decide	to	stay	or	call	it	quits.PATRIK	STOLLARZ/AFP/Getty	ImagesSome
of	us	think	we’re	going	to	end	up	as	cat	ladies;	others	fret	about	being	alone	on	Valentine’s	Day.	Whatever	your	worry,	don’t	let	it	drive	you	to	get	married	for	the	sake	of	being	coupled.	According	to	psychologist	and	relationship	coach	Linda	Young,	Ph.D.,	people	who	fear	that	they	can’t	be	happy	without	a	partner	often	end	up	making	decisions	out	of
“security-seeking”	instead	of	a	healthy	ability	to	depend	on	other	people.The	problem	with	that	reasoning	is	that,	if	you	aren’t	happy	on	your	own,	there’s	little	chance	that	another	person’s	company	is	going	to	change	you.	Before	you	tie	the	knot,	remember	that	the	most	important	relationship	in	your	life	is	your	relationship	with	yourself.8.	You’re
living	together	because	it’s	convenient.Living	together	before	marriage	is	a	tricky	topic	—	some	people	say	it’s	crucial,	while	others	think	it’s	totally	taboo.	The	really	important	question	is	why	you’re	cohabitating	in	the	first	place.	Among	people	who	shack	up	before	they	get	married,	two	of	the	most	common	reasons	are	convenience	(you	sleep	at	her
place	every	night	anyway)	and	to	spend	more	time	together	(aww).But	research	suggests	that	couples	who	cohabitate	out	of	convenience	are	more	likely	to	be	unhappy	when	they	get	married.	That	might	be	because	they	see	marriage	as	an	obligatory	next	step,	instead	of	something	they	genuinely	want.	Have	an	open	conversation	with	your	S.O.	and
make	absolutely	sure	you	two	aren’t	marrying	just	to	cut	costs	on	the	cable	bill.9.	You	want	your	dream	wedding.This	Pinterest	board	says	it	all.	Many	women	spend	their	entire	lives	fantasizing	about	the	details	of	their	perfect	wedding	—	the	sparkly	Cinderella	gown,	the	10-tiered	cake,	the	bouquets	of	lilies	on	every	table	(sigh).	But	I’m	here	to	be
the	Debby	Downer	who	tells	you	the	wedding	only	lasts	one	night,	while	the	marriage	(supposedly)	lasts	’til	death	do	you	part.Be	very	honest	with	yourself	and	figure	out	if	there’s	even	a	little	part	of	you	that’s	ignoring	potential	marital	problems	for	the	sake	of	being	princess	for	a	day.	It’s	nothing	to	be	ashamed	of,	but	it	could	cause	some	real
regrets	years	later.	Womp	womp.	(n.)	In	versions	NT	and	later	of	the	Windows	operating	system	(OS),	a	copy	of	a	system’s	hardware	configuration	and	driver	settings	taken	from	the	system’s	registry	when	the	OS	successfully	boots.	This	copy	is	stored	in	case	a	subsequent	boot	process	fails,	and	the	OS	can	use	the	record	of	the	Last	Known	Good
configuration	to	perform	a	successful	boot.	If	Windows	detects	a	problem	in	the	boot	process,	it	will	add	the	Last	Known	Good	configuration	option	to	the	start	up	menu.	This	configuration	record	often	comes	in	handy	after	the	installation	of	new	drivers	or	devices,	which	may	cause	system	errors.	Each	time	the	OS	successfully	boots,	it	replaces	the
previous	Last	Known	Good	configuration	record	with	the	new	one	from	the	most	recent	successful	boot.	See	The	History	of	Microsoft	Operating	Systems	in	Webopedia’s	“Did	You	Know…?	section.	Photo	Courtesy	of	VINTA	Gallery	If	you	assume	that	getting	married	in	the	Philippines	is	an	easy	process,	you	are	mistaken.	There	are	quite	a	few	hoops	to
jump	through	to	get	married	in	the	Philippines,	especially	if	you	are	under	age	25.	Don't	let	the	marriage	license	laws	of	the	Republic	of	the	Philippines	put	a	dent	in	your	wedding	plans,	though.	Here's	what	you	need	to	know	and	what	documents	to	bring	with	you	before	you	apply	for	a	Philippines	marriage	license.	We	recommend	getting	this	legal
aspect	of	your	wedding	out	of	the	way	about	a	month	before	your	wedding	date.	Requirements	may	vary	as	each	county	in	the	Republic	of	the	Philippines	could	have	their	own	requirements.	If	this	is	your	first	marriage,	the	local	civil	registrar	will	ask	to	see	your	original	birth	certificates	or	your	baptismal	certificates.	Certified	copies	may	be
accepted.	You	need	to	provide	the	full	name,	residence,	and	citizenship	of	your	parents	or	guardians.	If	either	of	you	is	not	a	citizen	of	the	Philippines,	you	have	to	provide	your	passport	and	a	certificate	of	legal	capacity	to	contract	marriage.	An	affidavit	in	lieu	of	the	certificate	may	also	be	accepted.	You	need	to	check	with	a	U.S.	consular	officer	to
make	sure	they	are	providing	the	affidavit.	If	you	are	under	the	age	of	18,	you	cannot	get	married	in	the	Philippines	even	if	your	parents	are	OK	with	the	marriage.	Individuals	must	be	at	least	21	years	old	to	get	married	in	the	Philippines	without	written	parental	consent.	If	your	parents	cannot	appear	with	you	before	the	local	civil	registrar,	a	legal
affidavit	with	the	signatures	of	two	witnesses	may	be	accepted.	Individuals	between	the	age	of	21	and	25,	must	"...	ask	their	parents	or	guardian	for	advice	upon	the	intended	marriage.	If	they	do	not	obtain	such	advice,	or	if	it	is	unfavorable,	the	marriage	license	shall	not	be	issued	until	after	three	months	following	the	completion	of	the	publication	of
the	application	therefor.	A	sworn	statement	by	the	contracting	parties	to	the	effect	that	such	advice	has	been	sought,	together	with	the	written	advice	given,	if	any,	shall	be	attached	to	the	application	for	a	marriage	license.	Should	the	parents	or	guardian	refuse	to	give	any	advice,	this	fact	shall	be	stated	in	the	sworn	statement."	There	is	a	waiting
period	of	10	consecutive	days	while	notice	of	the	marriage	application	is	posted	on	a	bulletin	board	outside	the	local	civil	registrar's	office.	Check	with	the	local	civil	registrar	for	the	fees	charged	for	a	marriage	license.	Fees	for	a	marriage	license	may	be	waived	if	the	couple	applying	has	no	visible	means	of	income	or	has	insufficient	income.	If	either
of	you	is	between	the	ages	of	18	and	25,	you	will	need	to	show	proof	to	the	local	civil	registrar	that	you	have	received	marriage	counseling.	If	you	do	not	receive	marriage	counseling,	your	marriage	license	will	not	be	issued	for	three	months.	If	you	have	been	previously	married,	you	will	need	to	provide	the	death	certificate	of	your	deceased	spouse	or
the	judicial	decree	of	your	absolute	divorce	or	the	judicial	decree	of	your	annulment	or	declaration	of	nullity	of	your	previous	marriage.	Two	witnesses	are	required.	Witnesses	must	be	of	legal	age.	Members	of	the	local	judiciary;	priests,	rabbis,	imams,	ministers	of	registered	churches	or	religious	sects;	consul	generals,	consuls,	vice-consuls.	Military
commanders	in	the	absence	of	a	chaplain	and	ship	captains	and	airplane	chiefs	can	solemnize	a	marriage	in	articulo	mortis.	If	you	use	a	religious	officiant,	one	of	you	must	belong	to	the	officiant's	church	or	religious	sect.	Marriages	must	be	solemnized	publicly	in	a	church,	chapel,	temple,	judicial	chambers	or	offices	of	consuls.	The	only	time	a
wedding	can	take	place	elsewhere	is	if	the	wedding	is	articulo	mortis,	in	a	remote	location,	or	if	the	officiant	receives	a	request	for	a	different	location.	The	Republic	of	The	Philippines	does	not	allow	marriage	by	proxy.	The	Family	Code	of	The	Republic	of	The	Philippines	states:	"No	license	shall	be	necessary	for	the	marriage	of	a	man	and	a	woman
who	have	lived	together	as	husband	and	wife	for	at	least	five	years	and	without	any	legal	impediment	to	marry	each	other.	The	contracting	parties	shall	state	the	foregoing	facts	in	an	affidavit	before	any	person	authorized	by	law	to	administer	oaths.	The	solemnizing	officer	shall	also	state	under	oath	that	he	ascertained	the	qualifications	of	the
contracting	parties	are	found	no	legal	impediment	to	the	marriage.	(76a)"	Cousin	marriages	are	not	allowed.	"Section	1,	Article	38	of	the	Family	Code	prohibits	marriage	of	relatives	up	to	the	fourth	civil	degree	(first	cousins)."	The	marriage	license	in	the	Philippines	is	valid	for	120	days	from	the	date	of	issue.
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